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“Into a Walk Into Time”

Anton Reijnders and Netty van den Heuvel
5 January 2008 to 13th February 2008

Curated by Hella Berent, German artist
It was 25 years ago that Anton Reijnders (b 1955) and Netty van Den Heuvel (b 1956) had their first joint exhibition in the De Witte Voet Galerie.  They recently met Hella Berent, a German artist, at the European Ceramic Work Centre in 's-Hertogenbosch and her ideas seemed to have a lot in common with van den Heuvel’s and  Reijnders’s. She offered to curate a joint exhibition of their work a quarter century after their first “duo-gallery encounter” and this current show is the result of their shared conversations. 
Although Reijnders and van den Heuvel share a studio in The Netherlands, they have both developed their own careers as ceramic sculptors, exhibiting separately in a number of international locations. As Berent states, they are a “lifelong couple who have created two diverse, remarkable bodies of artwork”. According to the curator, the emphasis in this show will be on creating “A Walk Into Time”, mirrored by a series of photographic and printed materials from both artists. In addition, it will include a collection of quotes from Anton Reijnders which will “explore a view into time of perception, of what it means to be a human being”. 

Berent describes Reijnders’s work as based on “a transformation of earth into conceptual sculpture, investigating the materialisation of thought, it is the vision, that by his touch, the material clay will be brought back to earth. It shows an extended flexibility of ’touching’ clay and developing sculpture”.  Reijnders will show new works he made in Australia using burnt fingerprints.  Berent suggests that the viewer will be invited to ’read’ the surface of his sculpture “not as the content, but as a means of signification”.  
Netty van den Heuvel uses stoneware clay to construct incredibly intricate and complex forms which can either be hung on the wall or placed on a flat surface. They are extraordinary, self-contained pieces which appear to have a life of their own. They are both ‘solid’ and yet not–solid; their insubstantiality calling attention to the way space is negotiated by the apparently haphazard interlacing of emptiness and exquisite white lines. Van den Heuvel’s pieces have been described as ‘drawings in space’ and her clay ‘skeletons’ seem to search out an enticing way of ‘being in the world’.
The reunion of these two artists who have sustained a valuable working relationship with the gallery owner, Annemie Boissevain, over the years, demonstrates the value of long term commitment that enables artistic processes to flourish over time. The forthcoming show provides a rare opportunity to see the development of artwork by two outstanding Dutch artists in a sympathetic context.

Hella Berent will give an introduction to the exhibition at 16.00 on 5th January at the De Witte Voet Galerie
Hella Berent, (b 1948) is a freelance artist based in Cologne, Germany

www.hellaberent.de, hberent@gmx.de
Artists’s publications include: Anton Reijnders; ‘Unfolding Meaning’, 2007, Netty van den Heuvel, ‘Net(ty’s)work’, 2006
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